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1. In ar\adaptive speed control system for 
a vehicle, a method rar controlling vehicle 
deceleration, the method comprising : 

determining a ssfeegsd of the vehicle; and 
setting a maximumV allowed vehicle 
deceleration based on the veMcle speed determined. 

2 . The method of claim 1 wJje^eirT^sett ing a 
maximum allowed vehicles oecelej?ar€ioni based on the 
vehicle speed includesL^djust ing the maximum allowed 
vehicle deceleration iki an inverse relationship to the 
vehicle sp^ed. 



3. The method of claim 2 where in^dj us ting 
the maximum allowed vehicle deceleration comprises 
decreasing the maximum allowed vejarfcle deceleration as 
the vehicle speed ii 




the maximum 



of claim 2 wherein adjusting 
licle deceleration comprises 
increas-fhg the maximum allowed vehicle deceleration as 
vehicle speed decreases. 



The met ho 



maximum allowed vehicl 
varying continuously 





f cla-irtfi 2 wherein the 



deceleration is capable of 
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6. The method of claim/5 wherein the 
maximum allowed vehicle deceleration is capable of 



varying m a rangej between about 0.2 g and about 
0.3 g. 

The methodJof claim 2 wherein the 
maximufn allowed vehicle deceleration is an exponential 
function of the vehicle speed. 

S + 

The method of claim^wherein the 
maximum allowed vehicle deceleration is defined by the 
equation : 



4 MAXDECEL = 0.2 + 16 0/(VEHSPD + 40) 2 , 

5 where MAXDECEL is the maximum allowed vehicle 

6 deceleration, and VEHSPD is the vehicle speed. 
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9. In an "^adaptive speed control system for 
a vehicle, a system foS^ controlling vehicle 
deceleration, the system\compnsing : 

a receiver capatJ&e^of receiving an input 
signal indicative of a speeckof the vehicle; and 

a controller capableV of setting a maximum 
allowed vehicle deceleration bassed on the vehicle^ 
speed. 




10. The syst 
maximum allowed vehicl 



9 wherein, to set a 
eration based on the 
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vehicle speed, the controller! is capable of adjusting 
the maximum allowed vehj_d-ieclecelerat ion in an inverse 
relationship-^cTthe vehicle speed, 

11. The system of claim 10 wherein, to 
adjust the maximum allowed vehicle deceleration, the 
controller is capable of decreasing the maximum 
allowed vehicle deceleraciWi as the vehicle speed 
increases 
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12. T>e system of claim 10 wherein, to 
adjust the maximum allowed vehicle deceleration, the 
controller is capable of increasing the maximum 
allowed vehicle deceleration as the vehicle speed 
icreases . 




13 . The £ 
maximum allowed veh 
varying continuous 




.aim 10 wherein the 
deceleration is capable of 



14 . The system of claim 13wjief ein the 

2 maximum allowed vehicle deceleration is capable of 

3 varying in a range between about 0.2 g and about 

4 0 . 3 g. 



1 15. JFhe system of claim 10 wherein the 

2 maximum allowed vehicle deceleration is an exponential 

3 funct^esn of the vehicle speed. 
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1 i>^T The system of claim >S*wherein the 

2 maximum allowed vehicle deceleration is defined by the 

3 equation: 



5 
6 



MAXDECEL = 0.2 + 16 0/ (VEHSPD + 40) 2 , 

where MAXDECEL is the maximum allowed vehicle 
deceleration, and VEHSPD is the vehicle speed. 
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